
THE BOURNE IDENTITY 

Matt Damon stars in this thriller about a spy with amnesia.  

Forget Bond, Powers and even Dangermouse, this is one tough 

cookie!  It is more of a Clear and Present Danger type of 

spy thriller.  He is chased all over Europe with Franka 

Potente as the inevitable love interest. 

Bourne is frustrated with knowing things,(like fighting, 

knowing three languages) but not remembering how he knows 

them. 

It turns out he was on a black operation for the CIA which 

went wrong, so they send other agents after him to kill 

him.  Needless to say, they get away in the end. 

It seems like another Bond clone. With Bond 20 on its way 

and Vin Diesels XXX, this shows another side to the secret 

Agent drama, a bit like The Fugitive, but not as good. 

Damon is quite good in the role though. 

 

 

 

The Bourne Identity is out now. 

 

 

Starring Matt Damon, Franka Potente, Chris Cooper, Brian 

Cox and Julia stiles. 

Directed by Doug Liman. 

3 Stars. 

Ian C. Mercer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In Blockbuster terms, is 2002 the Year of The Spider? 

 

IAN MERCER looks back at the summer’s biggest films for 

evidence of eight-legged action and forward to the winter 

hits that just can’t ignore the allure of the web-spinner. 

 

 

Summer Spider 

MEN IN BLACK 2 had a couple of alien insectoids in the 

background. Though the film was A virtual copy of the 

first, K being re-introduced, it didn’t quite live up to 

the hype. 

EIGHT-LEGGED FREAKS was a creepy B-movie with overgrown 

arachnids chomping the inhabitants of a small American 

town.  A standard monster movie, the CGI Tarantula and 

Jumping Spiders were chilling, so arachnophobes stayed 

clear. 

ATTACK OF THE CLONES had no actual spiders, though the 

Geonosians were locust/wasp-type people.  It was better 

than The Phantom Menace, with less of JarJar. More 

political shenanigans off Palpatine - the manipulative 

swine - set up all the clone business and he used the dark 

side to fragment the Republic.  The git should be tossed 

down a bottomless pit… 

SCOOBY DOO had no spiders and was spoiled by both Buffy and 

Scrappy, MINORITY REPORT had robot spiders flashing lasers 

into people’s eyes, E.T. had none and was the same as it 

was twenty years ago. GOLDMEMBER (no spiders) was the 

funniest of the Austin Powers films. 

Which brings us to SPIDER MAN. With Stan Lee watching over 

this, it was sure to be a brilliant adaptation, and the 

plot was lifted straight from the first ever issue of the 

comic. Tobey Maguire really pulled it off as Peter 

Parker/Spidey, and the spectacular script, faithful 

characterisation and jaw-dropping effects all made for an 

unmissable combination. As a final testament to its 

quality, the death of the Green Goblin was exactly as 

depicted in the comic. 

UP AND COMING 

Bond, Signs and Star Trek won’t have Spiders in, but HARYY 

POTTER has Aragog trying to eat Harry and Ron, while THE 

LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS sees Gollum lead Sam and 

Frodo into Shelobs Lair! 

Come Oscar time, all the eight-legged action in the films 

of 2002 may prove beyond doubt that it was, for many, the 

Year of the Spider. 

IAN C. MERCER.  


