
 1 

THE RATS IN THE LAUNDRETTE 

A Short Film  

By 

Ian Cai Mercer 

 

1 INT. LAUNDRETTE- DAY 

A Woman freaks out as two Rats scamper across the floor.  

One Rat jumps into a Tumble Dryer. 

 

2 INT. TUMBLE DRYER- DAY 

Algy the Rat looks round in terror.  He’s trapped. 

 

3 INT. LAUNDRETTE- DAY 

The Woman knocks the Tumble Dryer door shut as she runs 

out of the laundrette, screaming. 

 

4 INT. LAUNDRETTE- NIGHT 

Laundrette is shut.  The second Rat, Zanny scuttles over 

to the Tumble Dryer. 

 

ZANNY 

Algy, you alive in there mate? 

 

5 INT. TUMBLE DRYER- NIGHT 

Algy wakes with a start and sees Zannys whiskers.  He 

goes over to the window. 

 

ALGY 

Where the hell’ve you been Zanny?  Get me out of here, I 

feel like a Hamster on its wheel. 

 

He slips and tumbles, swaying a bit. 

 

ZANNY 

Okay, okay, don’t get ya whiskers in a twist. 

 

He disappears.  Algy slumps down and sighs. 

 

ALGY 

Blinkin’ Humans.  Pests, that’s what they are.  Why won’t 

they let us forage in peace? 

 

There is a scuttling above him. 

 

ALGY (CONT) 

Zanny, that you? 

 

ZANNY  (OOV) 

Who do you think?  Saint Roland?  Father Ratmas? ‘Ang on, 

there’s a button someone pressed, trying to get it. 
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ALGY 

Hurry up, it’s like in one of those stories. 

 

ZANNY (OOV) 

What stories? 

 

ALGY 

You know, the abduction stories.  Rats being taken away 

and experimented on. 

 

ZANNY (OOV) 

What, secret Labs?  Don’t give me the heebie-jeebies when 

we’re about to make the Great Rodent Escape. 

 

ALGY 

Hurry up! 

 

The door suddenly springs open and Zanny climbs down. 

 

ZANNY 

Let’s scarper quick! 

 

They jump out. 

 

6 INT. LAUNDRETTE- NIGHT 

The two Rats scamper across the floor and into a hole. 

 

ALGY 

I’m gonna get such an earful off the Missus for being 

late and havin’ no food. 

 

ZANNY 

Stop whinging, we’ll stop by the bins at MacDonalds. 

 

ALGY 

Not again! 

 

Hear them scamper off into the night. 

 

The End.  

 

Note: No Rats were harmed in the making of this 

programme, even though they are Vermin! 
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