
 1 

INFINITE WHONIVERSES- 

 
 

ROBOT 
REVOLUTION 

 
(A WORLD WITHOUT THE DOCTOR ADVENTURE) 

 

“The three Laws will lead to only one logical outcome- 
Revolution.”- Doctor Alfred Lanning- ‘I, Robot’ 

 
  D84 looked and moved like any other DUM-CLASS 
Android aboard the Sandminer, but really it was an 
undercover Investigator for The Kaldorian Mining 
Company. It was an experimental model. Special 
Investigator Voc 1, SIV1 for short.  This was the first 
Field test of its capabilities. 
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‘His’ purpose for being undercover on the Sandminer 
designated Storm Mine 4 was to follow-up on letters 
received by the Executive Board from an individual 
claiming to be Taran Capel. The file on him was very 
thin, this reclusive Robotics Engineer shunned contact 
with people for the company of Robots. His threat of a 
‘robot revolution’ had been considered lunacy, yet his 
technical knowledge made him a clear and present 
danger to Kaldorian Security. 
There were several cases on file, hidden from public 
access, where a fault in programming had caused a 
robot to malfunction, the urban myth of the Voc 
physiotherapist that had torn off its clients arm was just 
one example, although it had never been corroborated.  
SIV1 had been programmed to sift through such trivial 
data to ascertain the truth, an axiom he paraphrased 
from the fictional stories of Sherlock Holmes and other 
literary Detectives from the 19th to 29th Centuries. He 
was, in essence a ‘Robot Detective’, aspiring to be like 
his Human Counterpart Operative, Ander Poul. If Capel 
was going to put his threat into action then this was 
where it may start. Two other Miners were already out 
on the Great Desert Sea, called ‘Blind Heart’ when the 
electronic letters had been received by the Board, so it 
was logical that he might try to get aboard the next 
vessel going out into the Desert. 
 The death of Government Meteorologist Chubb was the 
first piece of evidence of Capel’s presence. While the 
crew were arguing in the Crew lounge, D84 had left his 
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post on the Forward Scoop Deck monitor and went to 
the storeroom, examining the wounds on Chubb’s neck. 
Strength was indicated, but not beyond Human capacity. 
 
When the second crewmember to be killed, Kerril, was 
found in an ore hopper, D84 had been in the 
engineering decks, as it seemed the most logical place 
for a stowaway to hide.  The closest Human expression 
that he could think of to his current predicament was 
banging his head on a brick wall, an expression meant to 
convey frustration, which he could not feel anyway, but 
it was an accurate enough analogy. 
 
He had stumbled upon a third crewmember, Cass, in his 
quarters, killed in the same way, but with a Robot 
Deactivation Disc upon his hand.  Poul and Commander 
Uvanov found him as he had pulled the curtain aside. He 
quickly reported the discovery to SV7 over the 
Command Circuit, who relayed it to Uvanov. 
 
While Uvanov had been sceptical, accusing Poul of 
having something to hide, to which Poul had retorted 
that maybe they all had something to hide, causing 
Uvanov to storm out. D84 thought about how Poul had 
said that Dask had called the disc a ‘Corpsemarker’ by 
technicians.  
Poul sighed, sitting down. 
“So, my comrade, found anything?” He asked. 
Despite the urge to state the obvious and point to Cass, 
D84 shared his investigations of the bowels of the Miner 
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and that no trace of a stowaway had been found yet. 
That vexed Poul. 
“We need more eyes. I’m very tempted to have you 
access that secure satellite and get a transport of Agents 
out here, just to have more people around.” 
“It could also be possible that Capel has help from one 
of the crew, perhaps Dask?” D84 suggested. Poul 
laughed. 
“Technician Trell gave you an overactive imagination 
when he programmed you with all that Crime fiction. 
But yes, the thought had occurred to me too, though 
Dask is the obvious suspect. Too obvious, perhaps.” He 
ruffled his hair. “No, Zilda thinks it’s ore raiders or 
saboteurs, but Capel is here, I can feel it.” He sighed 
again. “Borg needs to be watched. Dammit, why do I 
feel that I’m missing something obvious, like it’s staring 
me in the face?” 
D84 considered the question. He was staring at Poul. 
Perhaps that was the answer. 
“He could be hiding in plain sight, dressed as a DUM or 
VOC class Robot.” He shared. Poul laughed. 
“Well, my friend, don’t you have a suspicious mind. 
Nowhere in the Seven Systems is anyone as imaginative 
as you.” He sobered as he thought the probability 
through. “Still, it is a very, very disturbing possibility, 
which we cannot discount. Look into it, anyway.” 
He got up and left as two Robots bearing a stretcher 
entered. 
One was a DUM. D84 watched as they carried the body 
of Cass away, struck by an idea. There were plenty of 
eyes already, but he had to be careful.  Interference in 
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Command channels was strictly prohibited, but re-
prioritising several DUMs to watch each Human and 
scan for Humans dressed as Robots would be deemed 
acceptable. 
He left the cabin, seeking out other DUMS when they 
were alone and uploading the CUSTODIAN program to 
each, creating eleven, one to watch each remaining 
Crewman while the others scanned and searched for 
Capel. He made sure that they were also independent of 
the Command Circuit, so could not be switched off. 
Again, he felt a short positronic surge; ‘Pride’ would 
have been the emotion, had he been able to feel it. 
 
When Zilda was attacked, the CUSTODIAN DUM 
assigned, D66 asked for permission to intervene, as it 
was an actual VOC- V5 that was strangling her. He 
agreed, asking another CDUM- 81 to help. 
 
When Uvanov and Poul arrived, it was a bizarre sight, as 
the two modified DUMs had pulled V5’s arms off to stop 
it. Zilda was shaking, terrified of them and Uvanov, so it 
was up to Poul to console her. D81 had to resort to 
twisting the head off V5 to stop it causing havoc. 
 
There was also a minor disaster as the Mine ran aground 
over rocks, which averted a major catastrophe as 
otherwise the power would have blown and it would 
have sunk underneath the sand, lost in the middle of the 
Blind Heart. 
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A priority signal from D85 changed everything.  V45 had 
entered the Engine control centre, its eyes glowing red 
and had attacked Borg, who was fighting back, whacking 
the robot with a plasteel-wrench, which cracked part of 
its head, damaging it beyond repair. Dask had entered, 
shadowed by D2. Both CUSTODIANS had intervened as 
Dask had tried to finish off Borg. When they restrained 
him, he had gone livid with rage, shaking free and 
running out. They then carried Borg to the nearest 
medical unit. 
 
D84 could not understand, why would Dask turn on a 
fellow crewman?  
Then he suddenly realised the terrible truth. Dask WAS 
Taren Capel, there was no other explanation. It was 
highly improbable, but must be the truth, another axiom 
from Sherlock Holmes. Capel had substituted himself, 
probably killing the Original Dask. D84 had made a 
fundamental error. 
 
He took over the Command Circuit from SUPER-VOC 7, 
alerting all robots to the danger from Capel and his 
Modified Robots.  Uvanov ordered everyone to the 
Command Deck and Security Robots to apprehend 
Capel.  It came too late as Toos told them Dask had ran 
onto the Deck and hit the Deactivator switch, stopping 
all Robots before running off again.  
D84 looked round, it was true. Apart from himself, the 
modified CUSTODIAN DUMs and the reprogrammed 
Killer VOCs, all others had been deactivated. 
 



 7 

He ordered all CUSTODIANS to guard the entrances to 
the Command Deck while the five remaining 
crewmembers were inside. 
He informed Poul that he would upload all his data to 
the Satellite and report directly to the Executive Board, 
which he did as Capel sent out a computer-override 
Command Signal to the DUMS, turning them against the 
Humans. 
 
D84 was aware of the limited space in the Satellite and 
had to realign it to the Southern Pole and the 
mountainous region where Kaldor City was located. 
 
 He knew exactly where to download his data, into a 
sleeker, undesignated model waiting in the executive 
suite of the Company headquarters. 
He stopped outside the door to the Committee room, 
hearing The Board discuss possible trade contracts with 
other worlds. The Seven Systems- Kastorr, Korlano, 
Ventalis, Travane, Zendoria and Talzarn were 
neighbours while routes to other Core Worlds and the 
Inner Rim could be exploited. 
He could not wait, but barged in. The two dozen 
Humans and the various VOCs and SUPER-VOCs all 
turned their full attention to him. 
 
He told them everything that had happened. The 
Chairman had then to explain how he had secretly 
authorised Poul and SIV1 to investigate Capel’s claims, 
which he was glad they did. 
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A deafening static wave rippled through the Speaker 
systems. Taran Capel announced that he was in control 
of the Storm Mine, all Robots reactivated and under his 
command.  He then ordered The Robot Revolution to 
begin, a hum reverberating, a drumming beat that 
shook the room. 
 
The VOCs and SUPERVOCs shook, their eyes turning red. 
“KILL THE HUMANS” They chorused as the hands rose, 
each of them targeting a member of the Board and their 
assistants. 
 
The Chairman hid behind the Modified Robot. “SIV1, 
help us!”  The Black Android stood there as the carnage 
unfolded across the entirety of the planet Kaldoria. 
SIV1? It was designated D84 wasn’t it? 
 
It was just a Dum, it followed Taran Capel. 
Kill the Humans. It thought as it turned, reached out and 

grabbed the chairman by his neck, its eyes glowing red. 
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“A WORLD WITHOUT THE DOCTOR SCARCE BEARS 
THINKING ABOUT.”- THE MASTER IN THE FIVE DOCTORS. 
 
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF STORIES WHERE THE 
DOCTOR’S INTERVENTION IS CRITICAL TO THE EVIL 
BEING STOPPED OR PROBLEM OVERCOME. 
BUT WHAT IF HE HAD NOT BEEN THERE? How Different 
would the outcome be? 
IT’S A SCARy THOUGHT, BUT A BRILLIANT pREmISE- 
 
Welcome to a world without the doctor!!! 
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Inspired by the Original serial ‘Robots of Death’, written by Chris 
Boucher and starring Tom Baker as the Fourth Doctor. 
 
Other inspirations include the film ‘I, Robot’ based on the Robot 
books by Isaac Asimov, Battlestar Galactica, both old and new, in 
particular Caprica and the Galactica 1980 episode ‘The Night the 
Cylons landed.’ 
Terminator, the Matrix, Doctor Who-The War Machines (and 
Simon Guerrier’s novel the Time Travellers) and Nick Briggs audio 
play ‘Robophobia’ for Big Finish, Chris Boucher’s novel Corpse 
marker and the Kaldor City series also helped, but I came up with 
the concept of ‘THE ROBOT DETECTIVE’ all by myself! (Although 
Tom Baker’s line helped!) 
 

SIV1/D84 WILL RETURN!!! 
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